tet pe ed 4 A 
Ail A aihteded Atbeded 
eS Tak cach. 
me eh td, 


ant 


oe t Labid nd Peas (shed ei 
ah ote 5 eed ib had ctl ddd ih, 
Tee dem npcatic wie 4 Cera tt ee wee re 


Sepestepeuiaccskiaetelend 
peaphebitaeunaaandend cues be moa ee Mesh bigs 
i eine Stays 6 Baas fidiis weeds, nec ee 


see ww ee hahy fen FRb a 

Secreted tied aiming 
seeangn presuene rae ees poet eoree Nepoehe wea ceens a eniesa dor ovearismmstereie ob gies Ciipesea yet Pete mwas cer? nents Rea narr ane 
4 STeIENS oe Np hewimeein a : _ bho Wishes Seiad Dada bets. tesledp tate aa $ ets i: : 7 : pon tala to . ” ; ; ate Pky riya Binh ohm YL 
oe OTN Np OE Oe by ag rn “ oe ers thee 


ote 


< Ony S Pith Ze 2 e's 


Sete ye 


gare SST 1 PT e e 
aa te ee 
> iplle Tete re ate irre aeimenttt ow 


<eagh eter ite er 
pclae ee Baad 


vee 
Th OF One rey og 
SD ditedy teahd Qe 
ore re = ape * 
Sntiettedtiete tidak th aiaed ddd 
0 PO ee erie PIE PR ig letra 


TL aietde ees 
ae SRT Lind 
wipe ttree 4 nf bts, 

ee a ddl edn bel te 


by ip eate hie ee 
S hibcenwcyteneere a bint vi ¥o 
ao Mas amr 

OS Rete eed Re 


pier: Seem eer 


eee re 
$4 tether rp Fe 


epee Te 


* spahut set yhotend (pl Peeet er wee 
¢ re ae - 
Oe RO OE a OT ey Pet we oe sey AS PP opine preter eq hen? etear yt + 5 mee 
i ) Hi ny 5 eta ett Ss ementtyietetie”> 
Se eae Oe eee 08 wor ee We ree tess to any dane ‘ : att Sd Ae - re. oor - r a é wn 
Sey OE Os ee os Eee ew) samtnty hoe tee Seay aiags Thiel z ae! eared mace beroeh, L& te 
Se ere Pe Se Pe ewe Hehe ee > a Gb ea TOE Sag te OE PE ieiesste ine ES neg Se RECIPE hy cele et 
hich Ae ae ee ; eee Phe ee ee I a ag aha igh Oe he Orie 
na), a babi am : sae Se ieee Jee wwe ge a eee, See eel ere et st rete omer feet ota > . 
coed eh nie ke teerarrs > reer —— ett carck ted oe - as apt 
Poet ee SAD ree Pe TET Ee eT ein we » 
Kn sere Ae ts Ec 
4 e RIP ale ge ES gta: preter - . + Pe - wed 
LIVE ree st sewition wet eewewrwemase ser “= epee reer ee 
St Merve ere Tees bP ar Pee Pre ee me ee wor 3 SNE Meat) te 2 Fin OR Ah ee Ree + olen " 
ee ee eee ach ele a + wi ® Pin aN . 
4 PRE Oe Tee te we Tele te ee a ieee 9 eee iguthg cent = poreatnnen 
A Ee eo sre PAE TE RF PS Fa we een 8 ete te Sie Sg ne hy ert 
Fgtemaiat wh hy ane : Sli el A a a ee ee oS ow oo es ~ 
“-“r fe ital a Eo St Soe tela ithe te oh ode te Rel rr EIEN CL OR Es Le ee BEAL ATID OEE ele dee rete 
rev yo? ee EY SET be ee Wain Fe Te FE yy She Fw inp eae Nw es ee wd hh OS Heer - byte 3 FN . Sons Sete a 
Nee Oe ey Fe a Wie 9 a eleinety ie pie Swe bie die cele te FO EY OT Oe eee Te 3" SS Paes pale ees bapa, st 5 tinier BD KS whee be tay 
“oe oS ae dando 5 Dah MP tees Menai, Jaret Ok ee ne ee tt OED en et SE Pc Ee Ect: D AY ERY yy peat my wie ear erree aad Be Sata yD fe eerenrete pee ms 
ee ey eh Gdated tedid> meth faded bk ee er et lr ee ele ee we MOE FE mg ee ET PL IS SO Me he Can oe orem 9 are ie tA - - awe nt tea ty . , 
TN te ete on OS a's Ie ee ee ene are te et ae ere ee t's oi eet & PO ae 2 ee ge ee er awe i 3a ye el Pray aw te me yrs he A Ri Ne Ses aeneintn ae w ; . “ 
ews er ee err a CT PEE SES PE we elle rer Ves ih ie Bde te te a ha de ee Oe ae ee ee ee ere pa rg, Serpe ar tp - - a atte a _ , 
vee ee Ee Sear w tete le etree atthe deta thee Mahle De ae Ee seth ced anak ad en ede Rk ees Aa abies ic eddaa etal en penta an et en 4g ope Crete dgiter il sl pieiue-eeete> . - . one sty 
LADD th AREAL LDA Whine ebdDnehe oor ee Sate ae a en. EI Ap hast IB ilo SIA OO al BELA ETAT NA PAG LADEN EIN ERAGE AAPA OSES : : aed 
OE oe er lo ers ale Ee EOFS SEEN VEO CREPE Y Pie Pre Hoe wee EY REIS lety Bee eg rit Se SSE Te TW Me Emre VE ey er EM NT rr yrs wees 
‘Ve oY Pe ree Vee oer es Try ee ba PS) PF ees at Hew ers Tite ey wane She 2 ee ee GE! oO ES Ht ees SS TOR SP eee oN sy ee ee ee Pres wy «bed : 
$date de ee ae 4 ee Perey CESS ba oe. Crise re Pere ey 7 oe ee ee PP pr Reto om ee as Re ote gE Te le & pee ya eee a “ 
Abd dade ee ee a ne Sp Gh El MMe de ith Be LA, Ba Ae al gh Byte etree Pe EA APP IRAN Ns BN LAE AE SOON CELA LDL E A EA AAR Reape ile Olt Sone . oe * 
2S ers € 8 he oc wee he ie oe edith Ada ohio TL onrwe oF ALENT We he ye een Bee ee EE Wie ig ete tne ey ee Teo 
. . * Pt Atanas ~€ Aad be oe oe wie Se hee Se Fy Se ee Ee RI SO EO BO, owe OR PRT bay Hey aid 
nd ig eee errete ee EL SE ET EEL Oe hagogl'y hapa Ty Dar ine Seine tates w mine < lees Piste eats eopar ke pte ete ieteeie ats <P sei rn telenele 
Sale hh. 8 sh ohh bt de See Sarit Sacetyte-wiphoteth Ute wine apres pine ae bik ewe een Pere roi 
> vor. Yo ey Pes & een tod - * 
oo Ode ee ek oe & aa SL ee et he ee ee rer 
TE lee & ee Fe Fw Ot Rie ern gap owte eae ae othe nae > © 
Se SNe heey Ses a ok- cw atemvehesatat te ree Mia HAE Oy ten Cad etd Ber hse 
} a tent arenes. Ail 2 ee ee ee a eee ee er te pee er ee 
ancien hearin ee ee Cer Cree Sire © rs le pw tee ot yy ee ete hE Ee Te eT 
:% ly Ne -- vee ITI yee Seinje wager + at a ee ; 
tides ibaa hehe 2 or rewrite? © 2 ty eee’ toe os rrreder r a - bs ~ 
BP Ain ly Epes AS ewe &! CDS vv etetc ce? ++ ree ee 
Patel hi SS, Sie de deel ~~ ‘ or Pr ert & pr 958 sip rg ree ba eee > neon Ee yen ne “ . ed : 
FO ee ert PS 8 rg ewer 6 eee ee a se t Ron & a ian & OB we vr? Pee ~ ss = 
mp - - r - te. 2 r i; J age % 
rree Sr eer See ge TM tre} epee ap toad te fetid he Un Fi fag & tele ee ee rere - “ 
Pi he a ee ee ee ae sen ye eK 2 eg ee SER at! ee og ee eee ee ET Seer es CET OLAS eee? “ wey ae: 
Me torhe ey = “tl ¥ : c : ¢ se i 


IPAL OFFICERS 


LOR THE TOWN OF 


y ; 4 oe 4 


Selectmen, School oe aca 


By the 


i ‘ ae . AS) » . 
a rate ant lerk £3 Si 
: tS Fo eae ah SNe : : : : 
ass v4 . H A . 
: . i Ws y ‘ j hn : } i , ; ut 
i 1 ri 
4 rir ‘ 
h " io 
‘ ‘ ‘ - » t 4 Mi 
+ ‘ Sas See 
. i - ¢ t 
f ’ 4 A ; 
Pe ’ : Bee i 
+ van oF x : 
4 > q +l! 
» WAS \. ‘ 
, s ; 2 “ 
- aie LS . yrs ae x 
{ 7 
Wiart tv y i “hth 
a § - AS . “f y 
a we 4 mt . 
Wg fa) 4 i 4 eit, . : aAG 
fy Ae ye | . “ 
PAS AY vx < , 
2 ~ r 0 


te j » oe GORHAM, Ni H.: . : ‘ 
OLb Movwrameer 1 PRess. 


eee RE SC at Le a, 


’ . = ‘ 
: ‘ , : 
A. i. 
ye 
; : Po he ‘ e "1 “ . . 
Wea Les , d iN 
ete kes lan 4 “4 a | j ks 
ay | ‘ 4 ‘is a ae 


Town Officers, 1916-17 


Selectmen. 


CHAS. E. PHILBROOK, FRANK N. EDWARDS, 
ROY G. HAMLIN. 


Treasurer. 
CHAS. H. EVANS. 


Town Clerk. 
S. C. McALLISTER. 


Collector. 
C. D. PEABODY. 


Road Agent. 
J. A. LEIGHTON. | 


Supervisors of Check Lists. 
J. B. EVANS, MARK RIX, H. C. McCKEEN, 


Moderator. 
R. I. PEABODY. 


2 TOWN OF SHELBURNE, N. H. 


BALANCE 
Town of Shelburne. 
Assets. 
Cash. 
In hands of town treasurer (Do not include cash in 
BUILT See te ee any TERN Smiles, «+ ain eh Ook $1,182 76 
Accounts Due to the Town. 
Taxes not collected: (a) Levy of 1916................. 420 95 
(bh) Beeweatet ie are, oo cs i ee 57 46 


Due from State. 
(a) Joint highway accounts, unexpended balances 


Ai State CreaBUrye es i .s + + Ew noe ene 285 92 

PE MVR OLS V5 a 0h. hace Cte aig, a's v5 050 gee ate ts Sista ditiae $1,897 09 

POE oy See Nae oe cote ate uae» 0 sete her PUN eg ce dees 1,936 45 

CSPOT LOLGL SUR ee is bs DE ee iis » Mae ten hoes bles $3,833 54 
Certificate. 


This is to certify that the information contained in this report 
‘was taken from official records and is complete and correct to the 
best of our knowledge and belief, 

February 15, 1917. 

~ CHARLES E. PHILBROOK, 
FRANK N. EDWARDS, 
ROY G. HAMLIN, 


Selectmen of Shelburne. 
CHARLES H. EVANS, Treasurer. 


REPORT OF SELECTMEN. 


February 15, 1917. 


Liabilities. 
Accounts Owed by the Town. 
Due to School Districts. 

Bee PLP OMT) TROIS CE votes, Sis a aig & eel bier aie’'s! xu deatle(a/ecet orale tin 
State and town joint highway accounts. 

(a) Unexpended balances in state treasury 

(b) Unexpended balances in town treasury 
Long Term Notes Outstanding. 
Charles H. Evans 


Mary P. Head 
Annie E. Evans 


se eee weve 


erceeererere ee ere eee sere e ere ee eee eee eee eee 
spl 6 ww & «, & 6 16) 6) eo ed (eigtare @ 6. 0 6 258 6) 8 wie 6) 6 el 6) ete 0) 0 a6 
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Total liabilities 


eooereeerere eee eee eeeosee eee ereeeeoeee ee eee 


Grand total 


oso eeereeosereeereeeeeeeereeee ese ee eee eee see ee 


$16 20 


285 92 
531 42 


$1,000 00 
1,000 00 
1,000 00 


$3,833 54 


$3,833 54 


Schedule of Town Property 


DESCRIPTION. 
Town hall, lands and buildings 
Furniture and equipment 
2. Libraries, lands and buildings. 
Furniture and equipment 
5. Highway department, lands and buildings. 
Equipment 


lL, 


eooeoeereererereree eee eevee oe 


eceoeeseeeveaereeee es eeseaeeeoeee er eae ee ee @ 


ee scene see st Guess en es 4 2oee Ee 6 £,6°R OD OES F208 .O @ 


4 TOWN OF SHELBURNE, N. H. 


UNIFORM 
RECEIPTS AND 
Town of Shelburne. 
Receipts. 
Current Revenue. 
From Local Taxes. 
1. Property and poll taxes, current year ............. $5,735 91 
3. Property and poll taxes, previous year............ 699 62 
From State. 
5. For highways: 
(a) For state aid maintenance.....................; 130 50 
(DT ROnetace aid Construction, ...../) cogent e 173 92 
TOR EREEEDOG RAK CE OS) 2 | CA dome eee 765 34 
SUMO S ORT CH Re etre nome Ui emai Readies 466 90 
Li Boru ntine toresttires i)... el ee ene ee. 6 25 
AZ RUDOUR TIES) Ch MUM aK an ren, kn demenemenen enone a 16 00 
PR Eerarye LUNG ws hedge ic) b. ee eee eee 387 95 
DA PICA LION Nea eh NOE Pra 04 100 00 
From Local Sources Except Taxes. 
DT IPL PORULICON SERN Win tials acy oN 0.) S.) aamnaeteiad 0) otal 16 20 
PAT ECCT GOL LOWED Gt Le eer hte 17 1. Rana Aes PS Mt Wat bi 26 00 
Pan ON ODN A LION LOCA tere Ger!) busts y's eae ahd ecaene tae 5 00 
Total current revenue receipts...................... $8,179 59 
Receipts Other Than Current Revenue. 
24. Temporary loans in anticipation of taxes during 
GORE Ture) MU EMG ai! all CORO PR Taber RIA 1,000 00 
Total receipts from all sources....................-. $9,179 59 
Cash on hand at beginning of year.................... 279 19 


MPN CORRAL 0 nie oulh nk ak ee bee oa) Vein $9,458 78 


REPORT OF SELECTMEN. 7) 


CLASSIFICATION. 
PAYMENTS. 
For the Year Ending February 15, 1917. 


Payments. 


Current Maintenance Expenses. 
General Government. 


1. Town officers’ salaries and expenses... $286 11 
4. Care and supplies for town hall ....... 74 32 

Protection of Persons and Property. 
Gn ILE ODATUIMORT vie a. iettlg catia lures 12''50 
a POULT PAR re ely wie cc IC ORM «cm ties 4 20 

Health. 
10:)-Health department. «).. 0m ace: 4 90 
TimV ital Statistics coe. ol lame shane 2 25 

Highways and Bridges. 
12. State aid maintenance............... 292 00 
Teoh Baw MauILeNnaAnce;: sy ciser es ais YF 1,216 21 

Education. 
17. Libraries (Payments to school districts 

should be reported under number 45) 40 99 

Total current maintenance expenses.... $1,933 48 
Interest. 
27. Paid on temporary loans in anticipa- 

TIO OL AAR OB tre ity s anata le Soy $25 20 

Zo, raid on long term:notes vere heen): 180 00 

Total interest payments................ $205 20 


Outlay for New Construction and Permanent Improvements. 


81. Highways and bridges, state aid con- 
BSETUCTION Fe ee oe ER a $614 90 


Potal outlay, PAyMeNnts: . ya. Seater seeks $614 90 


Indebtedness. 


88. Payments on temporary loans in an- 
Vicinaticn or taxes: c. hawaii wae: $1,000 00 
39. Payments on long term notes........ 1,400 00 


Total indebtedness payments .......... $2,400 00 


Payments to Other Governmental Divisions. 


42, Laxes aid. to state Freee ade Ball $892 50 
£5 Se BEES DAI TO COUNTY since dress a ais 724 39 
45. Payments to school districts.......... 1,549 55 
Gh DA Lontnnre-\25'. .\, . ape hes Meats He oy 6 00 


Total payments to other governmental 
GIVIBIONG ’s.< 5h Hoa 53s Lake dh tadede a toe $3,172 44 
Total payments for all purposes ........ $8,326 02 
Cash on hand at end of year .............. 1,132 76 


pg et Ras) 8 bg a ORRIN. EO SONU VOTRE SON SAM $9,458 78 


Selectmen’s Report 


Valuation April 1, 1916. 


Br Gal tearati. seal ee! BE. SANE Wty Oenir hy UG 
4 DLE ee, Le CE, Gok, ee ke ee ah 
EL AES cal AEA TIC, 7 91 DOO UR OE a 


12S BR ire ae ih Cutan, . ogy od bhale'y « Cee aM 
woe RW e PAR VE HORT” CERN EN ea BRS OPI aM A Cin ale 
DRL Wee MIM Sy e's. tN Cots x « « «2 not aaa et ce 


bag ah 2 RRR eae eR ee TPA eed tog CUES Cb Oe 2 fe GOA RG we Ee te 


DAT LET ORCI ree a! i yctia lenis «xi ol me a oes 
pak e OLSE STG A CCCI Slap an MAR A at ON Sec ie EE Sy 2s ML ORIN 


POL OCs Teen NTS ER AT ae Soi MN cng Cee are 


SALE fa oA Wa Reap aU), oe te eae od ey 
COU CULE GY oem nGihe tii . ice cere ot ec eee 
TOWN CHATY ES haat ea tniss cis « s wleaneeteee ay cient hee 
ATREYU 2 acc ete eo ate RAE EL s so) aes Re ee 
State raid ye bee hay oe ie ae a) Reo a ae 


CHO, Dy Cie OWN tc sdchatar a beloigsathe cisco ae TAL IE ie 
~chool,  byithe SCnool DOaRGHA... Ucn tome cee 
Schoolismnplies .'. view silat vedi vee le nica 
BADrA ry Ns c's! «ARM ER ge Sk MRR ee an 
Overlay fy): 4, came SE te Ao eas! e 4 ee Gk eee 


Tax rate, $1.25. 


$443,494 00 
9,180 00 
6,435 00 

460 00 
132 00 
310 00 
2,400 00 
100 00 
320 00 
2,200 00 
6,289 00 
7,340 00 
3,000 00 


$481,660 00 
$136 00 


$892 50 
724 39 
1,000 00 
1,000 00 
781 50 
110 00 
892 50 
207 50 
290 00 
16 00 
242 47 


$6,156 86 


DETAIL STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS. 


GENERAL GOVERNMENT. 
DETAIL 1. 


Salaries. 
selectman C. E. Philbrook..:.: ..........4 $50 00 
BONS dwanec ice cen ne 35 00 
Ry’ G. amine as saree sen 30 00 


REPORT OF SELECTMEN. 


Treasurer C. H. Evans ..........----++++: $25 00 

Clerk S. C. McAllister...........----+.-5+ 25 00 

Moderator R. I. Peabody...........-.--++- 3 00 

Supervisor A. G. Lary.........----++-+++> 12 00 

J. B. Evans.........-.----0-0> 10 00 

Matk Rix.......-.-...-0000-- 10 00 

Ballot Clerk H. C. McKeen............--- 6 00 

J. A. Leighton.......... .-- 2 00 

Collector C. D. Peabody ..... .-..---+-->: 51 24 

C. E. Philbrook, expense to Manchester, 

and supplies..........----eeee ee eeeeeeee 26 87 
DETAIL 4. 

Supplies, Edson Eastman...........-.---- $32 57 

Insurance, A. R. Evans ......-..-+-++-++> 30 00 

Printing reports, F. Ingalls............+-- 11 75 
DETAIL 6. 

Fire Warden H. C. McKeen...........---- $12 50 
DETAIL 10. 

Health Officer H. C. McKeen............. $4 90 
DETAIL 11. 

Vital statistics, S. C. McAllister.......... $2 25 
DETAIL 12. 

State aid maintenance............-.---++-: $292 00 
DETAIL 13. 

Town Highway Maintenance. 

Snow bills from Feb. 14, to March 15,1916. $26 05 

Jo RON pn oss a yy nage Rial os aie ewes ae = = 566 20 

TEE PORE re GK wie 0s sealed oa CR TRERE' s'e bist, « 28 40 

Stave MCUAID sik i>. 0 cc eknden ba crabs Osea 3 00 

OP MW URE ice Sones uN or rines, SAA Pn 6 75 

) AT LE RG Se ee Ae We 34 96 

Pie TEP OC mr Nn, fi ay di tira vine Wot g wes, He de 134 83 

Wome Ta GHSEARE sores Soa ies viva 2 Rinne as KO ae ois 9 55 


PRP PAGS oe cre 5 ppc 0d ween ie dicen Hols 0 Miele 16 00 


$286 11 


$74 32 


$12 50 


$4 90 


$2 25 


$292 00 


8 


C. D. Peabody 
F. N. Edwards 
Irving Blowers 


Fred Farwell. 


E. Libby & Sons 
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C. M. Philbrook 


State aid construction, J. A. Leighton .... 
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DETAIL 81. 


cee eer eee eee eee 


TOWN OF SHELBURNE, N. H. 


$614 90 


Respectfully submitted. 


ROY G. HAMLIN, 


$1,216 21 


$40 99 


$205 20 


$614 90 


Selectmen of Shelburne. © 


Report of School Board 


Current Revenue. 


Balance: fnopy taat) vere ie lays bhi (la a eosin yells s (dala 


From State: 


EARGPAYY TORS Acree hats y.) aS UMRML ald aici eget os aol 
Formcistrichesunerintendgent . 3. ic vcdwies calle vein ere oie 
LOW LAX TE BCNOOIE  tetres sp CAREM EAN. oat Sea. dake 
School district tax......... alata AMM wera dibvatambenaias oie sre 
Dog licenses. 0.0. PVG orale MONO Re PCH parE 


Total Current Tevanue soe ee oe Ly 


Ordinary Current Expenses. 


palgries OL BCHOO! DOATO steal oh Cee Tees Come eee 
uperincendent SBalaAry ios vess eee Cotas. valli oh 
Truant officer and school census....... Cie Poe SND AI 
Regular teachers’ salaries ....... Paral cai ahaha UNE are 
MOXLHDOOK Ba yo oe onc RETA. Groce aN) aU ator Akos eR 
EF 0) a Deroy CE Sr RN eR” be a aR 
Scholara. siipplicwm ge Me yaaa sae On ee Wek Saad Ladys 
Janitors Berviee:.. Mewes Ties ee ae ees 
NG rE iar au ats ty SRNR ahah em MRM ALES A EON 4 
Cleaning schoolhouse i. \ beso an ed tees eee ae 
Minor. repairs, of buildings ))) 322.20: i ose. 
Repairs and replacement of equipment.............. 
DIASIOR ae i. 5.4.3 s bai ioe cd LO CARO v Sale eee < ale 
PEBDEDOrTation of Bupils:.:s deswiek Wuens howe ane eldiec 
EIS AeH OO LOTION cts: hater ateic deh Owe backs Date 


Total ordinary current expenses ‘hy SS 6a eID 
Balanee on hand, February 15, 1917................. 


Respectfully submitted. 
A. G. LARY, 


EVA EDWARDS, 


MAUD G. RIX, 


$476 30 


37 95 
100 00 
290 00 
1,045 76 
21 60 


$1,971 61 


$40 00 
200 00 
2 00 
938 50 
34 65 
3 10 
32 57 
— 86 45 
46 18 
8 75 
22 62 
29 52 
12 55 
399 20 
45 00 


$1,851 09 
$120 52 


School Board of Shelburne. 


Requisition 


In accordance with Section 1 of Chapter 52 of the New Hamp- 
shire laws of 1909, the school board makes the following estimate 
of the sums of money required during the ensuing fisea] year for 
the following purposes: 


Text books and supplies :............. $100 00 
SHIA TIOS Sy te we eee es |. shots «5 45 00 
Flags and appurtenances ............. 5 00 
EL MELOAUNE Ser eer ata ER MALLE s «Soin No ceaiprs wa arate 90 00 

PGR ee ore ie an ee etc = o's sis pi aeee theses $240 00 


We respectfully request the selectmen of the town of Shelburne, 
N. H., in their next annual assessment to assess upon the taxable 
polls and property of the district a sum sufficient to meet the above 
mentioned requirement, and when collected to pay the same over to 
the district treasurer. 

Respectfully submitted. 
A. G. LARY, 
EVA EDWARDS, 
MAUD RIX, 
School Board. 


Shelburne, N. H., February 15, 1917. 


Report of the Superintendent 


To the School Committee: 
I have the honor to submit my third annual report. 


Chapter 17 of State Superintendent H. C. Morrison’s last biennial 
report treats so admirably of elementary schools, especially rural 
schools, and the quality of work done therein, and these matters 
being so pertinent to the present school situation in Shelburne, I 
I shall quote Mr. Morrison at some length. Nothing that I know 
of could bring before the attention of the townspeople with greater 
force the exact matters which should be considered at this time. 

Quality of Work in the Public Schools. 

‘After we have got our children into school and kept them there, 
the matter of supreme interest is, ‘What kind of work is done in 
the school?’ And this question can not be answered with anything 
like the precision with which we answer questions relating to en- 
rollment. The question of the quality of education is perhaps the 
most productive of endless dispute and disagreement of all our 
public questions. People are content to indulge in interminable 
races of opinion to which there can be no definite outcome. Edu- 
cational science has not yet reached a stage at which precise meas- 
urements can be applied at all points to the work of the schools, 
although good progress is being made and in not a few respects 
very definite measurements can now be applied. Whatever I have 
to report in this chapter is based upon conclusions drawn from ob- 
servation and inspection though not in all cases upon measured 
facts. Consequently, the report has simply the value which it may 
derive from public confidence in the credibility of the observer and 
in his competency in drawing conclusions. 

‘‘Whether in elementary or in higher schools the standard by 
which the work is judged is its capacity to produce active thinking 
in the pupils under instruction. 


The Elementary Schools. 


‘‘Blementary schools, and teachers, as we know them in this de- 
partment, fall naturally into four groups, which I describe in the 
order of excellence from lowest to highest. 

1. ‘‘We have the teacher whose highest conception of his or her 
office is the ringing of the bell, the assignment of lessons, keeping 
a semblance of order, and dismissing the school as soon as the time 
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of day will warrant. This school is very commonly ‘‘kept’’ by an 
ignorant, not infrequently semi-illiterate, person and sometimes 
worse, who is frankly engaged in keeping school for the meagre 
financial return involved and nothing more. Of course such a 
school is a school in name only. The children derive no profit, and, 
since it is sometimes rotten with immorality, it is a curse to the 
community rather than a blessing. Let us call these schools fourth 
class. 


2. ‘‘Next in order though very much better than schools of 
this lowest class, are those schools in which there are teachers 
whose consistent aim is in the direction of real teaching, but who 
lack the requisite knowledge of skill or address to make their 
teaching effective in the best sense. Such schools when properly 
Supervised very commonly become good schools and even excellent 
schools. Without supervision, such schools are apt to become ex- 
tremely insufficient, and not infrequently in effect but little better 
than those of the fourth class. We will call them third-class 
schools. 


3. ‘Better than these schools ordinarily, but not so good as the 
best of class last named, are a decreasing number of schools 
which are mechanical in type, usually in charge of veteran teach- 
ers who never had any professional training and possessed of 
little or no insight into the principles of the educative process. 
Scholastically, the effect of schools of this type is very rarely stim- 
ulating to the pupils and very little genuine mental growth results. 
Pupils are apt to be well grounded in the three R’s which is a good 
and eminently desirable thing, but they seldom show interest in 
their work, they seldom acquire much power to think, and they very 
rarely acquire the broad and generous outlook on life which is on 
the whole the best gift which the public schools have to bestow. 
Discipline and moral tone in these schools is ordinarily better than 
in either of the preceding. I rate them as among our better 
schools, because they accomplish what they profess. It is very 
much better that children should behave themselves while in school 
and acquire a sound and effective grasp upon the three ‘R’s,’ even 
if they do not acquire very much moral strength or much capacity 
to think, than that they should acquire none of these and still not 
conduct themselves well while in school, nor acquire an educated 
capacity for thinking. These are second-class schools. 


4, ‘‘The best of all our schools are an increasing class taught by 
well trained teachers of native capacity, properly supervised, pur- 
suing a program of study which is at least up-to-date, housed in 
buildings which are themselves calculated to stimulate and develop 
a refined taste in all that pertains to the material surroundings of 
life. Such schools very frequently fail to meet the exacting stand- 
ards of the citizen who thinks that ability to measure a pile of wood 
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and give its contents in cord feet is the foundation stone of education, 
They very commonly fail to produce accomplished writers of Eng- 
lish at the age of fourteen, but they do recognize the incidence of 
the impossible in education with an increasing degree of exactness, 
they do equip children with a fair capacity to think in terms of the 
world in which the children are going to live, and they do give the 
children a broad outlook upon life which is at times surprising. In 
the so-called fundamentals, the children are taught and taught to 
think with a better grade of efficiency than has ever before been 
the case. Ofcourse, the fourteen-year-old boy who has studied 
arithmetic which he will need to know and has omitted the arith- 
metic which has long since ceased to have any concrete meaning, will 
not compare favorably with the country youth of twenty who once 
attended the ‘common school’ winters and ciphered on abstruse 
arithmetical gymnastics year after year with little or no attention 
to anything else, witha heart single to the purpose of acquiring 
the ability to ‘stick the teacher,’ when judged by the standards of 
the latter. But then, our youth of twenty would makea very sorry 
figure in the eyes of competent and impartial judges if he were 
weighed in the balance with the modern fourteen-year-old, and 
judged by the standards of the latter. 


‘‘Our efforts for better schools can be summarized as efforts to 
eliminate schools of the fourth class, to transform schools of 
third class into schools of the first class, and to replace schools of 
the second class with schools of the first class as opportunity is 
presented. To this end is all our training of teachers, our exten- 
sion of supervision, our improvements in school buildings, our con- 
servation of child life.’’ 


All this is worthy of careful reading by every citizen. It de- 
scribes the schools of Shelburne as they were and as they are. 
Three years ago I found the Village school a poor sample of the 
second-class type of school and the ‘‘Peabody’’ school a fair sample 
of the third-class. State Superintendent Morrison and Dr. Wat- 
son, of the State Board of Health, gave both schools a thorough 
inspection last spring. Mr. Morrison said our Village school was 
the equal of any rural school he had ever seen, and spoke in the 
highest terms of the other school. It is undeniably true that both 
of these schools are now distinctly of the first class. All citizens 
have borne an important part in placing them there and I bespeak 
their continued support in prudential matters necessary to keeping 
them there and to further improvements. 


Respectfully submitted. 
J. E. WIGNOT, 


Superintendent of Schools. 
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Vital Statistics. 
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